Examining the Practice of Law 

And Your Place In It

Externship Seminar

Quinnipiac University School of Law

Note: The classroom component of our externship class has a mixed placement group:  Corporate Counsel; Criminal Justice (defense and prosecution); Family; Judicial; Legal Services; and Public Interest (government and non-profits) externships. This is a final reflection paper, which follows four Reflection Papers and 2 Work Reports. It also wraps up 7 seminar classes, the last three of which consists of students making presentations to each other about the something they deem significant from their placement. 

Prepare your Final REFLECTION PAPER, a 5 page document. 

This paper is a retrospective “look back” at the entire semester. It is helpful to remember back to your impressions

· at the start of law school, 
· at the start of any previous clinic, externship or work experience, 
· at the start of this particular semester. 
Trace how your thoughts have evolved about yourself and about the practice of law, through the following prompts.

a. Find and use a definition of “professionalism” that works for you, and cite the source.  Tell me why you selected this definition. You will use this definition of professionalism, in answering the questions below.
b. You had been asked to perform a “lawyering audit” and keep track all semester of several case strategy and office organization issues. [Chapter 8 of the Learning From Practice book]. Report on your audit of your placement, and analyze what you experienced in light of your chosen definition of professionalism.
c. Compare the “practice realities” you observed and/or experienced in your externship to the discussions of lawyering and professionalism you have had at the law school – in your ethics course, the Introduction to Representing Clients course, our seminar, and/or elsewhere. Include at least one concrete example of a “story” of something that happened (that is not confidential) and that provided you with an important lesson on this topic. How do these realities enhance or inhibit the professionalism at your placement? Did these realities surprise you or reinforce your expectations?
d. Where does all this – experience and reflection -- leave you in your plan for your own future? 
FINAL ASSIGNMENT for the Advanced Externship Course, “Field Placement II”

Report on our Semester Theme: 

Finding Long-term Satisfaction in the Practice of Law (or With Your Law Degree).
You should have interviewed a lawyer (or more than one) at your placement regarding his or her view of what it takes to find satisfaction in your career, and/or what motivates him or her. [If this is not possible, then talk to someone else already in the profession about his/her thoughts on this overall topic. I want you to have some sort of discussion with at least one other person who is very experienced.]

Find at least ONE article (L Rev or shorter; internet site, etc.) that addresses satisfaction and/or happiness in our profession—or lack thereof. Cite it and explain why you selected it. Discuss the article, your own thoughts, your discussions with others, etc. 

How will your externship experiences and these thoughts about the profession affect your future as a lawyer? Where do you see yourself fitting in, and what will it take to give you professional and personal satisfaction over the length of your career? (i.e., What will be your fuel to keep going for several decades?)

NOTE to those who are in Judicial Placements this semester:  Please also comment on what you are taking away from your experience looking at the profession from the perspective of the Bench and how that perspective will inform your choices as a lawyer in the future.
