ATTORNEY-CLIENT DISPUTES
INTERSESSION--WINTER 2011
Contact Information
Professor Katerina Lewinbuk
Phone:  713-646-2940
Email:  klewinbuk@stcl.edu
Office:  621T
Course objectives/overview 
The students will explore various ethical challenges and learn how to properly handle them, a skill that will come in handy when they are facing numerous real life ethical issues head on. We will discuss all stages of development of an attorney grievance claim from its initial filing with the state licensing board to the final appeal of the decision and the students will work on drafting applicable documents, as well as preparing statements and questions for a disciplinary hearing. Each student will have opportunities to engage in oral advocacy and work on improving his or her skills. The course is graded on a pass/fail basis.

Required Materials 
· Texas Rules of Professional Conduct & Disciplinary Procedure (available on-line);
· Model Rules of Professional Conduct (available on-line);
· Handouts (will be distributed in class);
· Working Files (will be distributed in class).
Assignments
· Pre-class assignment: read In re Himmel & In re Converse cases for day 1; 
NO other pre-class assignment required; 
· Assignments for days 2-4: draft documents to be presented during a specific attorney grievance proceeding; prepare deposition outline & opening/closing statements (all explanations & details to be provided in class).  
Class 1

· 9:00-12:00:
Lecture and discussion re: 1) key aspects of legal malpractice cases 
v. grievances; 2) boundaries of Bar admission criteria & attorney discipline issues; discussion of In re Himmel & In re Converse cases
· 1:30-2:30:  
Lecture re ethics rules in general & attorney grievance claims/
                        Texas procedure
· 2:45-5:00:  
Lecture on taking depositions; students watch demonstration video 
· Distribute the Andrews file (File#1).
Assignment for Class 2: Read the Andrews File and begin thinking about whether Ms. Andrews violated any TX rules of professional conduct; if so, make a list of all possible violations.
· Group A Students (representing Commission for Lawyer Discipline against Ms. Andrews): (1) Draft deposition outline and do all necessary preparation to take deposition of Vanessa Andrews (the lawyer); (2) learn witness statement for Bill Frump, Ted Loya Insurance Co. representative.
· Group B Students (representing Ms. Andrews):  (1) Draft deposition outline and do all necessary preparation to take deposition of Bill Frump, Ted Loya Insurance Co. representative; (2) learn witness statement for Vanessa Andrews.
Class 2

· 9:00-11:00:
Students take individual depositions of Ms. Andrews & Mr. Frump 
· 11:00-12:00:
In-class deposition of Vanessa Andrews & Bill Frump; group 



feedback & critique
· 1:30-2:45:
Lecture and discussion re frequent complaints against attorneys and safe practices; students start working on various hypos (if time permits)
· 2:45-3:15:
Various challenges faced by lawyers: discussion of Alton Logan case 


· 3:15-5:00:  
Lecture re document drafting for disciplinary proceedings & 
preparation for evidentiary hearing; opening statements, direct & cross examinations. 
· Distribute the Stine file (File #2) 
· Assignment for Class 3:  
· Group A Students (representing Commission for Lawyer Discipline against Ms. Andrews): FILE 1 ONLY (1) Draft Evidentiary Petition accusing Ms. Andrews (the lawyer) of various violations of TX rules; (2) Prepare opening statement on behalf of the Commission for Lawyer Discipline. 

· Group B Students: FILE 1 -- (1) (representing Ms. Andrews): Prepare opening statement on behalf of Ms. Andrews; FILE 2 -- (2) (representing Commission for Lawyer Discipline against Ms. Jarred Stine): Draft Evidentiary Petition accusing Mr. Stine (the lawyer) of various violations of TX rules.
Class 3
· 9:00-12:00:
Evidentiary petitions are served on Ms. Andrews & Mr. Stine; 

                        students do opening statements in the Andrews case; group 

feedback & critique 
· 1:30-2:30:  
Lecture re closing statements; students continue to work on hypos 
· 2:30-4:00:  
Moral issues & challenges in law practice; watch and discuss the Frank Armani story
· 4:00-5:00
Students begin preparing for tomorrow’s evidentiary hearing 

                       (File #2)

· Assignment for Class 4:
· Group A Students (representing Attorney Stine): FILE 2 ONLY – 
(1) Prepare opening/closing statement or questions for examinations (assigned earlier in class) on behalf of Mr. Jarred Stine (accused attorney);AND (2) Draft Respondent’s/Mr. Stine’s Answer to Evidentiary petition; 3) learn assigned witness statement.
· Group B Students(representing Ms. Andrews): FILE 1 -- (1) Draft Respondent’s/Ms. Andrews' Answer to Evidentiary petition; AND
FILE 2 -- (1) Prepare opening/ closing statement or questions for examinations (assigned earlier in class) on behalf of Commission for Lawyer Discipline going against Mr. Stine; 3) learn assigned witness statement.  

Class 4 – Evidentiary Hearing for File #2
· 9:00-4:00: File #2--Students make opening/closing statements, conduct direct & 
      cross-examinations of witnesses (individual assignments made in class
      the day before).
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